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offering to lend her armies for an attack on Con-
stantinople from the north-west while the fleets
were hammering at the Straits. The old Russian
Court Government, always fearful of Greek
designs on Constantinople, leaned towards Bul-
garia, and, now that a choice seemed possible,
preferred Bulgarian help to Greek.

As far as we can peer through the mists of
Balkan intrigue, the success of the earlier bom-
bardments of the Dardanelles outer forts swung
Bulgaria for the time away from her Teutonic
bearings. She was for the moment inclined to
join the Entente, if only from fear of the conse-
quences.1 Whether she had signed an agree-
ment with Germany or not does not seem to
have troubled the statesmen at Sofia, and
certainly not the King.2 The sanctity of a treaty
would probably not have affected the policy of
a country already strongly bitten with the
virus of Prussia's world-politics. Bulgaria was,
in fact, during that time making oilers to both
sides; she was, in vulgar language, waiting to
see " how the cat jumped/' For the moment,,
therefore, she became " pro-Entente/' But
immediately that the failure of the Dardanelles
attack became apparent she swung back into the

1  See Dardanelles Commission First Report, p. 39.    "It can
scarcely be doubted that, had it not been for the Dardanelles
Expedition, Bulgaria wo aid have joined the Central Powers
at a far earlier date than was actually the case.    Mr. Asquith
was strongly of this opinion in the extracts quoted from his
evidence.     s Yes,  I am certain of it,' he said to the Chair-
man."    (Page 40.)
2  The Greek White Book has revealed that an understanding
had existed between Bulgaria, the Central Powers, and Turkey
eyer gince August 1914,